
 
 

      
 

 
 

 
     

 
    

  
  

 
 

 
   

 
    

  
  

 
 

   
      

 
     

 
     

 
  

  
 

 

Fatality Alert 
COAL MINE FATALITY – On February 10, 2020, a mine examiner was operating a personnel 
carrier down a mine intake slope. Evidence indicates that the personnel carrier struck the left rib while 
traveling down the intake slope. The mine examiner was found unresponsive near the bottom of the 
slope, lying beside the personnel carrier. 

Victim Location 

Best Practices 

1. Maintain control and stay alert. Be aware and stay in control when operating mobile 
equipment. Install mechanical devices that limit the maximum speed of the equipment. 

2. Operate mobile equipment safely. Operate equipment at speeds that are consistent with the 
type of equipment, roadway conditions, grades, clearances, and visibility. 

3. Test brakes, steering, and other safety devices. Correct safety defects before operating 
mobile equipment. Test mobile equipment before it is operated and before going up or down 
steep slopes. 

4. Always wear seat belts. 
5. Properly train miners. Ensure each operator of mobile equipment receives proper task 

training. 
6. Remove unneeded materials. Keep personnel carriers free of unneeded materials. 

This is the 2nd fatality reported in 2020, and the first classified as “Powered Haulage.” 

The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data only and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality. 

Report accidents and hazardous conditions: 1-800-746-1553 
msha.gov | askmsha@dol.gov | @MSHA_DOL 
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