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Quarry health bosses play down fears of silicosis to
Canterbury residents

Residents are concerned about the health implications of a proposed new quarry to be developed on the outskirts of Templeton. Construction firm
Fulton Hogan says it is essential to have a supply of aggregate close to the city to keep costs low.

Health and safety bosses in the quarrying industry have dismissed fears among people living near sites around Christchurch about a potentially lethal
disease arising from dust.

Residents in Yaldhurst have long voiced concerns about silica dust, a by-product of quarrying that can trigger pulmonary issues, the lung disease
silicosis and, rarely, cancer.

Scores have complained that dust from quarries has coated their homes, with a number taking to wearing masks to protect themselves.

DAVID WALKER/STUFF
Residents in Templeton have major concerns about the impact a proposed new quarry on the doorsteps could have on their health.

Some have claimed they have developed breathing problems, with symptoms similar to silicosis.

READ MORE:

* Templeton residents take up arms in battle against planned quarry

* Question marks over adequacy of tests for toxic quarry dust

* Templeton residents gear up to fight plans for new quarry

* Fury at hamper 'bribe’ as residents near Canterbury town demand their say over quarry proposals
* Mayor Lianne Dalziel refuses to meet Christchurch residents over ‘final straw' quarry

* Yaldhurst residents feel 'ground down' by costly quarry court action

* Environment Court rejects consent for new, 'final straw' Yaldhurst quarry

* Rapid quarry expansion leaves Christchurch neighbours feeling surrounded

But MinEx, the health and safety council for the mining and quarrying sector, has dismissed those concerns, saying testing near Canterbury's quarries
has found no evidence of respirable crystalline silica (RCS) — tiny particles of silica dust — at levels that can cause harm.

ALDEN WILLIAMS/STUFF
Silica dust has proven such a problem for residents in nearby Yaldhurst like Anna and Neil Youngman that they wear face masks at their home.

Chief executive Wayne Scott said: "New Zealand's limit on RCS is 0.1mg per cubic metre. Any risk of RCS exposure is to quarry workers, not
neighbours who most often are hundreds of metres from a quarry face with a huge amount of air space between them.

"MinEx is currently working with WorkSafe to continue reducing any risk to quarry workers."
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But residents in Templeton fighting the planned development of a new quarry on their doorsteps by construction company Fulton Hogan say they take
no comfort from the "unproven assurance".

STACY SQUIRES/STUFF
Templeton residents are gearing up to fight the mooted Fulton Hogan development.

Environment Canterbury (ECan) is currently monitoring a number of sites in Yaldhurst for silica dust following a year of concerns from residents, with
the first results expected next month.

Two independent tests carried out a year ago — one commissioned by residents, the other

Ad Feedback by ECan itself — have already found dust on people's homes contained 30 per cent silica.

But Scott has suggested some people are "talking up" risks of RCS.

FULTON HOGAN
Fulton Hogan wants to use the site, next to Dawsons Rd, for up to 40 years to supply aggregate for the rebuild of Christchurch.

He said: "We've seen a toxicology professor being at pains to emphasise the low chances of developing silicosis from quarry dust and medical
authorities saying testing to date at those Canterbury quarries at the centre of dust concerns shows no RCS level which is remotely likely to cause
silicosis.

"We need to dispel some of the myths that are emerging which suggest quarry dust is laden with RCS.

"Another round of monitoring is being undertaken by ECan at some Canterbury quarries which by mid-year | expect to confirm that RCS is virtually
undetectable and no serious health risks arise.

FIONA GOODALL
Toxicology Professor lan Shaw says the development of silicosis would require long-term exposure to silica dust.

"Meantime, while acknowledging many quarries have good dust management in place, some quarries have to continue to lift their game because any
dust that emerges from a quarry — as from any farming or earthmoving operation — is annoying to close neighbours."

It is thought there has never been a case of a member of the public developing silicosis from quarrying in New Zealand.

Professor lan Shaw, a toxicologist at the University of Canterbury, says that while there is "no question" breathing dust poses health risks, the chances
of developing silicosis or serious long-term health problems from quarry dust are low and would require prolonged exposure.

JOHN KIRK-ANDERSON/STUFF
Canterbury medical officer of health Dr Alistair Humphrey said it would be "extremely unusual" for members of the public to develop the disease.

Speaking previously about the Templeton proposal he said silica dust was a "key health concern”, with the likelihood of siliceous dust getting into the
air from quarrying being "very high".

But he said on Monday: "If the RCS levels are below statutory limits the risk of harm is very low indeed (there is never 'no risk'’).

"| also agree that the risk would be for the workers because they would likely be exposed to higher RCS levels and that this should be dealt with by
appropriate protective gear or, better, by minimising dust production.

OTAKARO LTD
MinEx, the quarrying health and safety council, has dismissed residents' concerns, saying testing has not found silica dust at levels that could cause

harm.

"It seems to me that the residents are annoyed by the dust, as | would be, but that the RCS levels are not likely to cause long-term health issues
because exposure levels to RCS are too low.

"It might be that breathing airborne dust causes irritation, but that this will not lead to the long-term effects they fear, such as silicosis."

Dr Alistair Humphrey, Canterbury medical officer of health, agreed with MinEx that it would be "extremely unusual" if monitoring found levels of RCS
likely to cause silicosis.

IAIN MCGREGOR/STUFF
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But Templeton residents say they are not comforted by MinEx's "unproven assurance".

But he suggested New Zealand's laws, which do not stipulate a minimum distance for quarries to be set back from houses, allowed a greater chance
for people to fall ill.

And he urged MinEx to share any data it had proving RCS levels in the area are not a problem.

He said: "While (silicosis) is widely recognised as an occupational disorder and there are very few scientific papers that have ever identified it in the
general public caused by mining or quarrying, it has happened on rare occasions.

"There are reports from India — not from OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) countries, but most OECD countries have
a setback distance.

"If you've got a quarry across your back fence, arguably you're getting a similar exposure to someone who's working in the quarry, and arguably you're
getting more because you're there 24/7, whereas they only come in for an eight-hour shift."

Residents in Templeton, some of whom could see a quarry built just metres from their homes, say they find little comfort in MinEx's reassurances.
Garry Kilday, chairman of the Templeton Residents Association, said: "MinEx is the paid health and safety organisation for the quarrying industry.

"Our community is not comforted by their unproven assurance that silica dust, proven to cause irreversible lung cancer, has no evidence of harm to
us.

"They have not dismissed our fears. We would be more comforted by positive evidence that silica dust from quarrying activity will not harm our diverse
community.

"They have not said that, and won't. Our people are elderly, young, well and some (are) unwell. Some will be more susceptible to risks than others.
"Fulton Hogan and the quarrying industry should not be allowed to continue to gain immense commercial profits from activity that harms our people."

Brian Roche, chairman of the Aggregate and Quarry Association, which represents about 85 per cent of New Zealand's production of aggregate, said
most of its members actively managed dust through watering roads and stockpiles and washing vehicles.

He said: "All quarries have to meet dust limits set by councils as part of a resource consent. Most modern quarrying operations also minimise noise
and traffic movements, working in with neighbours and councils."

- Stuff

more from stuff

Murder suspected as
business executive found
dead in Sydney...

paid content

about this content

Trade Me wants
Government to rethink
approach to Amazon tax

New Zealand's
Aluminium Smelter in

Tiwai Point to reopen...

Nature carves a giant
fissure in a farm near
Rotorua after a...

The Must-Play City The Spookiest Raw The New Royal Baby Is The Must-Play Fantasy
Building Game of the Images Ever Captured Here & He's Adorable City Building Game this
Year By Forest Trail Cams (Photos) Year

Forge Of Empires Jetlaggin 16911.0 Elvenar

https://lwww.stuff.co.nz/environment/101143541/quarry-health-bosses-play-down-fears-of-silicosis-to-canterbury-residents

Recommended by

3/3



