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Hazards around fuel tanks
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Hazards to be aware of

• Static electricity (increased risk of fire 
and explosion if using ULSD)

• Diesel particulate is carcinogenic

• Hot work activities and hazards

• Environmental damage (spills, 
uncontrolled discharge)
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Static electricity control measures

• Use proper earthing and bonding to 
control static electricity (Fuel supplier can 
assist)

• Always place smaller containers on the 
ground before filling with flammable liquid

• Never fill a container with fuel in the boot 
of a car, in the tray, or on the tailgate of a 
utility truck

• Never use unapproved containers to store 
fuel
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Welding on drums and tanks
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Fatal incident

• Welding and grinding on top of 
96,000lt capacity waste oil tank 
that was almost empty 

• Tank exploded throwing worker 
130m into a nearby car yard and 
killing him

• FINDINGS - Owner’s disregard for 
safety led directly to the death of 
the young man
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• Ensure tank isolated or battery leads removed
• Completely drain the tank of all fluid
• Fill tank with water or inert gas to purge the tank
• Make sure the work area is well ventilated
• Keep fire extinguishers or other fire fighting equipment 

handy
• Ensure flashback arrestors are fitted to gas welding 

equipment
• Always wear industrial overalls, gloves and eye protection 

during welding and cutting

Effective controls
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